
Citing Sources in APA Format 
 
How to Quote Directly in the Body of Your Paper  (do a “Parenthetical Citation”)  
Use commas and periods PRECISELY as used in all examples provided.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parenthetical Citation Example: 
She stated, “The placebo effect disappeared when behaviors were studied in this manner” (Miele, 
1993, p. 279), but did not clarify which behaviors were studied. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This citation (Miele, 1993, p. 279) tells readers that you found this quote on page 279 of a work by 
an author named Miele. You will also cite Miele’s work at the end of your paper. 
 
How to Cite in a “Works Cited" Page (also known as a References Page)  
*All citations should be double-spaced with a hanging indent. In Microsoft Word, set these in the 
Paragraph menu under “Format.” 
 
Keys to Citing in APA: 

• List all entries alphabetically by the last name of the author. 
• Turn all authors’ first names (and middle names) into initials. If a book is by John F. 

Kennedy, you will cite him as Kennedy, J. F. 
• Do not capitalize all of the words in book or article titles. Instead, capitalize only the first 

word of a title or subtitle, and any proper names, like you’re writing a sentence. 
 
Citing Books: A book may have one or more authors or editors. It may also be a dictionary or 
encyclopedia. Here are some examples:  
 
Book with a single author:  
  Author       Year        Title                                                        Publishing Location 
Beck, C. A. (2001). Family mediations: Facts, myths, and future prospects. Washington, DC:  

                      Pub. Company 
American Psychological Association.  

 
Book with editors:   
Editor’s Name                                  add “Eds.” Or “Ed.”              Book Title.                                                           
Gibbs, J. T., & Huang, L. N. (Eds.). (1991). Children of color: Psychological interventions with                          
                                           Publication Info. 

minority youth. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  
 
Citing Reference Books: Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 
An Encyclopedia or Dictionary:  
Author of entry/article        Year Word/Phrase          Name of encyclopedia         Volume #                Page # range 
Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopedia britannica (6th ed., Vol. 26, pp. 501-                    
                                                  Publication Info 

508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica. 
 

 
 
 
 



Author                                                   Article Title   Editor                        Encyclopedia       Volume and Page 

Specialized Dictionaries and Encyclopedias: Many encyclopedias and dictionaries are subject-
specific and might be several volumes. In most cases, the entries are articles that have been written 
by individual authors. You must give list the editor(s) & full publishing info in these cases:  
 

Publishing info 

Allen, A. L. (1995). Privacy in health care. In W. T. Reich (Ed.), Encyclopedia of bioethics (Vol. 4, 

pp. 1280-1282). New York: Macmillan-Simon.  

Citing Magazine & Journal Articles: Are your articles in print or electronic? Do they have a 
DOI number? Find the citation differences below. 
 
*NOTE*:  Electronic articles from many article databases have DOI numbers.  This can be found on 
the article entry in the database or the article itself.  If one is available, cite this way. 
 
Electronic Article with DOI#: 

Author name         Date     Article title                                              Journal Title 

Herbst-Damm, K.L. (2005). Volunteer support, marital status, and survival times.  Health  
               Vol. #     Page #    DOI                     

Psychology, 24, 117-123.  doi:10.1037/0278-6133.24.2.225. 
 

Electronic Article without DOI# (Use this when in doubt):  
      Author name      Article title   

McMichael, A. J. (2002). Population, environment, disease, and survival: past patterns, uncertain  
   Journal Title Vol. & Issue #     Page #    Retrieved from (Database or URL) 

Futures Lancet, 8(3), 117-123.  Retrieved from Academic Search Premier. 
 
Print Magazine or Journal Article: 
             Author    Article Title         
McKenna, B. (1997) How engineers write: An empirical study of engineering report  
             Magazine/Journal Title    Vol. Iss.      Page # 

writing. Applied Linguistics, 15(2), 75-89. 
 

Citing Internet Sources  
List as much of the following information as possible (you sometimes have to hunt around to find 
the information). 
 
Non-periodical web document, web page, or report: 
 Author  Year     Webpage title     Retrieved from 
Engelshcall, R. S. (1997). Module mod_rewrite: URL Rewriting Engine. Retrieved from 

                          Web address 
http://httpd.apache.org/docs/1.3/mod/mod_rewrite.html 

 
*Not able to find some of the information that identifies the web source? Use any information that 
you can to help identify where the information came from and how you found it.  EXAMPLE: 
       
       Webpage title            no date                Retrieval location                         
Georgia Institute of Technology User Survey. (n.d.). Retrieved from  

          
http://www.gvu.gatech.edu/user_surveys/ 
 

For additional information & other examples, see (on reserve at the Library): 
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, Washington: APA, 2010. 


